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Chapter 13
HARAHARA
Sage Romasa narrated the story of Harahara as follows:
There lived in Kosala a brahmin named Sivadwija.
He was highly depraved. He was also a cheat He assumed
a new name, Munjaka and secured the job of a supervisor
in the temple of Someswara. He used to steal the jewels of
the temple and give them to harlots. The priests of the
temple detected his treachery and got him imprisoned. He
suffered there for a long time and died a miserable death.
Subsequently he took the birth of mean animals several
times and was finally born as a hunter called Karabha. Even
in this birth he was a savage; so he was discarded by his
wife and children. Thereupon he went to remote forests
and became a dacoit. He used to administer sedatives and
poison to various travellers and rob them of their
possessions. He lived for a hundred years and finally fell
in a well and died. His soul was condemned to that part
of the hell called Athighora the abode of eternal torture.
One day a sage named Sananda visited Yamaloka to
see Lord Yama. Yama received the sage with due honours
and worshipped him. The sage expressed his desire to see
the suffering sinners in the hell. The sage took pity on them
and uttered the Sacred Panchaksharimantra when all of
them were released from hell and flew to Kailasa to the
astonishment of Yama. Then the sage enquired if there were
any worse sinners in hell. Yama produced Karabha as the
worst of the sinners and gave a full account of his bad deeds.
Sage Sananda uttered the words "Hara Hara" in a high pitch
of voice The sinner took it as a great mantra and considered
the sage as a guru as gracious as Lord Parama Siva himself.
He felt blessed in the presence of the sage and prostrated
before him. The sage said that he would be born as a
brahmin named Harahara in the sacred Dakshinakailasa.